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Sheriff Service Cut to
15 Hours a Day
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At the August City Council meeting, Councilmember

Westerhoff reported that the Sheriff service had been
reduced to 15 hours per day from 19 in 2010-11,
effective July 1, 2011.

The $175,000 cut in Sheriff service freed funds to

pnance a Builderds Subsidy, an intern, new accounting

software and balance the City’s budget.

The Council voted to set Building Fees at only 70%
of what it cost the city to provide the service. This
leaves non-building residents to foot the bill for the
$80,000 difference with cuts in other parts of the
budget.

Building Fees are on the agenda for pnal approval at
the October Council meeting.

The Sheriff service cuts have not gone unnoticed by
residents who report longer wait times for routine
Sheriff’s requests. In addition, recent reports of mail
theft has left many wondering if the cuts to Sheriff
patrols are to blame. City staff is now recommending
that the State’s restoration of $100,000 in COPS
funding to the city go toward Sheriff services to
restore part of the cuts. The City has not identiped
how they would fund the remaining $75,000 in cuts.
The issue is on the October Council agenda.

More Information on All Stories can be
found at www.LaHabraHeights.net

Correction and Retraction Policy
To report errors or omissions requiring correction or
claripcation, e-mail the editor at LHHnet@aol.com or
mail to the address on the back of this newsletter.

City Manager Gets Vehicle
~ &iPad in New Contract

City Manager Shauna Clark receives a new vehicle

to use, iPad, $500 for a DSL line at home, $1400 for
gasoline, and other items in her new three year contract
proposed for the October City Council meeting.

Ms. Clark maintains her current salary of $160,000,
which costs the City about $204,000 excluding the new
high tech perks.

New City Hall........ Again?

Undergrounding of utilities has been underway on
Hacienda Rd, between Avocado Crest and West Rd,
since April.

When prst asked why, the Contractor said it was for the
new City Hall. When asked again a few weeks later, he
said he didn’t know why it was being done.

After the City Public Works Dept. said the City had no
plans, this reporter went to the work site and was shown
the plans, which showed “Future City Hall”.

The 2006 Ordinance initiating the undergrounding said
it was for a new Civic Center.

Despite the documentary evidence, city staff and
ofpcials deny there are plans for a new city hall, but
voted in August to fund $20,000 for a needs assessment
study to determine if the City needs a new City Hall
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Top Story
Water District Faces Depcit
for Second Year in a Row
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Seated L to R: Board Members Mark Perumean,
Pam McVicar, President Brad Cooke, Robert Wilson,
Jeffrey Heintz

For the second year in a row, the La Habra Heights County
Water District faces red ink, leaving many to wonder if a
rate increase is in the works after the November election.
The Districtis 2011-12 Final Budget shows a projected
depcit of over $89,000 for the 2010-11 pscal year. The
Board made an unusual request at its May meeting. They
directed that the revenue from an unsigned, incomplete,
draft agreement with Rowland Water District be included
for the 2011-12 pscal year changing an approximately
$84,000+ depcit to a surplus.

Multiple years of depcit spending without budget cutting
suggests a possible rate increase. Signipcant cuts to water
district expenses are needed to balance the budget.

Board members for re-election tout the lack of rate
increases, raising the question of whether using revenue
from the unsigned Water Trafpcking Agreement with
Rowland Water District to bring the 2011-12 budget from
depcit to surplus had a possible political motivation.

Each Board member is paid $100 per meeting, which can
include up to 6 meetings a month and 36 per year. A

October 2011

“meeting” can include a function where water board
business is a subject of discussion. Lunches, attendance
at a conference, or another agency gathering could all
constitute a meeting.

Board member Pam McVicar stated in a La Habra Journal
article that in order to be taken seriously by other water
companies they need to be paid.

In 2009, our investigation found Board members wining,
dining, and traveling on the ratepayers dime, buying
Chivas Regal, Filet Mignon, Swordpsh and half-Chicken,
among other entrées.

Public records provided for a 2011 meal and travel
expenses request revealed that Robert Wilson was the
only Board member submitting those expenses for a total
of just under $2,000 between January and May 2011.
Three members of the Water Board, Jeffrey Heintz, Pam
McVicar and Mark Perumean, were originally appointed
rather than elected to pll vacancies on the board.

Ratepayers and residents have become increasingly
concerned with the lack of transparency of the Water
District. Meetings are held at 4:00 P.M., when few can
attend, and are neither recorded nor televised. The Board
does not feel that televising meetings is necessary. The
District maintains no web site and at the February 2011
meeting the Board voted 4-1 (McVicar opposed) not to set
up a web site. While open and transparent government is
not currently high on the Water Board’s agenda,

Water Board candidate Judy Hathaway-Francis plans to
challenge that if she wins one of three open seats.

Attend a Water District Q&A Workshop on
the Water Trafpcking Deal at the City Hall
MultiPurpose Room on October 24th at 6 P.M.

Water Board Election
November 8, 2011

Your Vote Counts







